Assessments and nursing care for right brain-damaged stroke patients: focusing on neglect and related symptoms.
The purpose of present study was to identify the behavioural characteristics and examine assessments of nursing care among right brain-damaged stroke patients with neglect within 1 year following initial onset. Characteristics related to higher cerebral dysfunction were extracted and patient grouping was attempted through cognition (Mini-Mental State Examination) and physical function (Barthel Index) plots. The characteristics and implications for nursing care for each group were analyzed. Twelve patients were classified into four groups using cognitive-physical function evaluations together with subjective and objective data associated with neglect. 'Neglect' has been regarded as a disorder of spatial perception. However, the characteristics observed in Group 2 suggest that 'neglect' may have another facet, manifesting as disorders in perceiving continuous spatio-temporal changes of an action and comprehending the context of a situation. In these patients, although 'by calling attention' is the conventional care, more appropriate care should be provided based on an assessment of cognitive-physical function and spatio-temporal recognition of an action.